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Product design is a response to changing needs and to improve quality of life 
by designing creative, innovative and sustainable products. Product design is 
enhanced through knowledge of social, technological, economic, historical, ethical, 
legal, environmental and cultural factors. These factors influence the aesthetics, 
form and function of products.

Students work in teams to design and develop an item in a product range or contribute 
to the design, planning and production of a group product. They focus on: end-user/s’ 
needs and wants; function, purpose and context for product design; aesthetics; materials 
and sustainability; and the impact of these factors on a design solution.

In this unit students are engaged in the design and development of a product that addresses 
a personal, local, or global problem (such as humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs 
and wants of a potential end-user/s. The product is developed through a design process 
and is influenced by; purpose, function and context of the product; user-centred design; 
innovation and creativity; design elements and principles; sustainability concerns; economic 
limitations; legal responsibilities; material characteristics and properties; and technology. 
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Description

Skill Development

Unit Topics 

Unit 1 - How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?

Unit 2 - How do external factors influence behaviour and mental processes?

Unit 3 -  How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?

Unit 4 - How is wellbeing developed and maintained?

Activities/Camps/Excursions

Career Options

Psychology

Psychology enables students to explore how people think, feel and behave . The 
study explores the connection between the brain and behaviour, the interplay 
between genetics and environment, individual differences and group dynamics, 
sensory perception and awareness, memory and learning, and mental health.

Psychology requires a reasonably large amount of theory and research. Students will 
learn to navigate arange of resources and to locate key information and use that to 
answer sets of questions on given topics. Students will learn to carry out research 
using proper scientific methods and they will learn to report on their findings using the 
conventions for writing scientific reports, often presenting their findings as a scientific 
poster.

Topic tests, assignments, will be used as assessment tasks for most areas of study. Each stu-
dent will need to complete an individual research investigation presented as a scientific poster.

The study of psychology can lead to opportunities in a range of careers that involve working with individuals, 
couples, families, large groups, organisations or even communities. For example, opportunities exist in 
industry, community mental health services, within government departments in the public service, in 

schools, courts, prisons, the defence forces, emergency services, with sports teams or in a university as 
a lecturer and/or researcher.

Possible Assessment Tasks 

Psychology is largely based around class and home work. Practical work takes the form of student 
investigations into various areas of the topics covered.


