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1 students who 
require a more vocationally orientated approach to English or are aiming to 
directly enter the workforce upon completing their post compulsory secondary 
studies. It may also suit students who need additional time and assistance to 
strengthen and refine their reading, writing and verbal skills to support their 
other studies. VCAL Intermediate Literacy consists of two, whole year units. It 
does not follow the more common semester-based course structure. Students 
considering this subject need to be aware that entry to the course later in the 
academic year is not advisable. It should also be noted that the course does not 
provide an effective transition into VCE English Units 3 and 4 and should only be 
undertaken by those planning to complete VCAL.

 Australian and Global Politics
Description

Australian and Global Politics is the study of contemporary power at both national 

and global levels. Through this study, students explore, explain, analyse and 

evaluate national and global political issues, and events. Australian Politics is the 

study of how power is gained and exercised. It considers the significant ideas about 
organising political systems and features of the way politics is practised in Australia. 

It evaluates Australian democratic practices against particular ideas and principles 

that include representation, respect for rights, recognition of diversity and freedom 

of speech. Australian Politics compares Australian democracy with the system of 

democracy of the United States of America. The study also examines the ways that 

the national government uses its power to make and implement public policy, and the 

national stakeholders and international challenges that influence that policy. 

Unit Topics

Unit 1: Ideas, actors and power 

Area of Study 1 Power and ideas

Area of Study 2 Political actors and power

Unit 2: Global connections

Area of Study 1: Global links

Area of Study 2: Global cooperation and conflict

Skill Development
- understand and apply fundamental political concepts 

- understand the nature of contemporary politics and power in national and global contexts 

- critically examine the characteristics and features of Australian democracy 

- analyse factors that shape the formulation and implementation of domestic and foreign policy 

Introduction VCE Australian and Global Politics 2018–2023 6 

- analyse global issues and challenges, and the key actors that influence these 
- evaluate the effectiveness of responses to global crises 

- develop skills of logical and rational analysis, synthesis and argument.

Possible Assessment Tasks
- a social media campaign

- case study

- essay

- extended response questions

- an oral presentation such as a podcast or video

- short answer questions

Career Options

Lawyer, Politician, Government positions, Journalist


